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The analytical solution of free bending vibration of intake tower in

hydroelectric power station based on the velocity potential analysis method
DANG Kang ning', WANG Yuan', SONG Zhi qiang', LIU Yurhe',ZHANG X
(1. Xian Univ ersity of Technology, X{an 710048, China;
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Abstract: This paper introduces the velocity potential analysis method for solving the free bending vibration of an intake tower in
water in a hydroelectric pow er station. It analyzes the basic mechanical characteristics of an intake tow er and makes some sinr
plification and hypothesis for the structure in order to introduce the velocity potential analysis method. The frequency equation
of the free bending vibration of a standalone intake tower is derived from the distribution parameter beam system.The boundary
conditions of the problem are determined according to the Laplace equation of the velocity potential. The bending vibration equa
tion of the intake tower is established via the expression of internal and external water pressure. The frequency equation is de
rived from the vibration equation. The structural vibration mode and frequency can be obtained through mat hematical software
programming. T he derivation shows that the fluid velocity potential method converts the water into added mass that is associat
ed with the vibration mode of the tower and thus affects the vibration of the structure. This paper then com pares this method
with the numerical method, analyzes their similarities and differences, and proposes the scope of application of this method. Re
sults show that this method can be used to solve the free bending vibration problem of intake towers with a rectangular cross
section and water on both the inside and the outside, and provides a new way of thinking for further analysis of the seismic re
sponse of intake tow ers.
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Fig.1 Vertical and cross section views of the intake tower with water
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Fig.2 The finite element model of intake tower

3

Fig.3 The first three orders of bending vibration mode and
frequency of the model with FSI by finite elem ent method

4

Fig.4 The first three orders of vibration mode and frequency of
the intake tower with water by velocity potential method
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Tab.2 Comparison of the vibration frequen cies obtained
by the FEM and the method in this paper(H= 135 6 m)
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Tab.3 Comparison of the vibration frequencies obtained by
the FEM and the method in this paper(H= 271.2m) Hz
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